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Welcome to Sacrewell, 

We’ve created this Welcome Pack to help you prepare for your visit to Sacrewell. We’ve 
included information about our site and our staff, roles and responsibilities during a visit 
and how we’ll help to keep you safe. If you still have questions after you’ve read it, please 
don’t hesitate to give us a ring (01780 781377 or 01780 782254).  
 
Since 1964, Sacrewell has been run as a charity by the William Scott Abbott Trust with the 

aim of providing an agricultural education for everyone. The funds raised from the farm are 

reinvested into the upkeep, the livestock, the heritage buildings and supporting countryside 

learning. We are passionate about our lovely, little, rural corner of Cambridgeshire and want 

to thank you for the contribution that your visit will make to looking after it for future 

generations. 

We aim to engage your learners with food, farming and the countryside during their visit 

and to help you meet your learning objectives.  We love working with schools and education 

groups to improve and develop our offer so please get in touch if you have any suggestions 

or queries. 

We hope to see you on the farm soon, 

Nikki and Jill 

 

 

  

tel:00441780782254


3 
 

Our Learning Team 

Nikki Cherry (Engagement Manager) is a former 

primary headteacher with a love of good food and 

fresh air. She shares her garden with thousands of 

bees and helps to manage the beehives here at 

Sacrewell. She is very proud to have been part of the 

team that conserved the watermill, creating a 

fabulous learning resource. 

 

Jill Judd (Learning and Engagement Officer) is a former 

secondary school teacher who loves nothing more than 

exploring the outdoors with a group of young people on 

a blue sky day. Jill is CEVAS accredited and is also 

trained in teaching English as a Foreign Language and 

delivering children’s yoga lessons. She bakes her own 

sourdough bread and forages for jam ingredients. 

 

Nikki and Jill are very privileged to have the support of a great team of volunteers who you 

may also meet on your visit. They also depend on the rest of the Sacrewell staff to help your 

visit run smoothly. 

Our Contact Details 

General Enquiries 

office@sacrewell.org.uk   01780 782254 

Nikki (for all School and Education Group bookings) 

nikki.cherry@sacrewell.org.uk  01780 781377 

Jill   

jill.judd@sacrewell.org.uk   01780 781379 

  

mailto:office@sacrewell.org.uk
mailto:nikki.cherry@sacrewell.org.uk
mailto:jill.judd@sacrewell.org.uk
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Roles and Responsibilities 

What is my role in a visit to Sacrewell? 

School and education group staff play a very important role in a visit to the farm. We want 

you to get involved in our activities, try new things and ask us questions as this encourages 

your group to do all of these things too. Children and young people can learn a huge amount 

about confidence and resilience by watching adults that they respect try new things, and 

showing them that you are a learner too can have a transformational effect on your 

relationship. 

School and education group staff remain ‘in loco parentis’ during your visit. You must make 

sure you have arrangements in place to supervise the group at all times, including lunches 

and free time.  For most of our led activities we will need to split your group and you must 

ensure you have enough adults to cover this. This will be specified in your provisional 

timetable which is sent out by e-mail once your booking is confirmed. 

You will be responsible for: 

• Acting ‘in loco parentis’ at all times and ensuring adequate adult supervision 

• Risk assessing your visit 

• Discussing with us any educational, medical, dietary or other requirements for your 

group 

• Agreeing your learning objectives with us prior to your visit  

• Ensuring the appropriate behaviour and effective pastoral care of your group  

• Complying with instructions from Sacrewell staff in case of an emergency 

• Encouraging your group to reduce their waste by using our recycling bins 

Additionally, if you are taking part in a residential visit you will be responsible for: 

• Ensuring children are appropriately dressed for their visit and assisting with changing 

if this is necessary 

• Ensuring the group stay within the boundaries of the camping area between 8pm 

and 8:30am 

• Ensuring that in the event of illness or indiscipline there are arrangements in place to 

facilitate the safe return home of the group member 

What is the role of Sacrewell staff in a visit to Sacrewell? 

Our staff aim to make your visit go as smoothly as possible and to engage your group with 

food, farming and the countryside. We are here to share our knowledge, enthusiasm and 

experience. Please feel free to make enquiries of any staff member before, during or after 

your visit and we will do our best to help. 
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We will be responsible for the following: 

• Providing a free site visit and documents to support your risk assessments 

• Creating a programme for your visit that meets your budget and your agreed 

learning objectives 

• Delivering a welcome briefing which includes health and safety instructions 

• Delivering the arranged led activity sessions to meet the agreed learning objectives 

• Caring for the animals on site to a high standard and ensuring their safety 

• Providing at least one qualified first aider on site during public opening hours 

• Carrying out basic checks and DBS checks on Sacrewell staff at an appropriate level 

for their post  

• Delivering safeguarding to our staff through induction, training and our staff 

handbook 

For residential visits, we will also be responsible for: 

• Setting up the tents for your group 

• Making at least one member of staff available on site between 8:30am and 8:00pm 

during your stay 

• Providing contact details for two other members of staff who are on call overnight 

and will be within 30 minutes of the centre 

• Providing suggested packing lists and resources to use in class to help prepare your 

group for their visit 
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Changes and complaints 

We will make every effort possible to run the programme that we agreed with you in 

advance; however life on a farm can be unpredictable due to weather conditions and the 

animals themselves. We therefore reserve the right to make changes to your programme at 

any time. We will advise you of any changes by email at the earliest possible date. 

We also reserve the right to exclude a participant from an activity or cancel an activity if the 

safety of staff, visitors or animals is compromised. 

If you wish to make any changes to your confirmed booking, you must notify us by email as 

soon as possible. We may occasionally need to make changes to the cost of your visit if we 

make a change at your request and we will advise you of this by email before both parties 

agree to the change. 

We enjoy working with schools to co-construct programmes and activities that meet their 

specific needs, so please let us know if you wish to make changes to one of the activities we 

offer or to create a bespoke package just for your group. 

If members of your party have any additional requirements, for example in terms of access, 

culture or diet, please provide full details when you make your booking. We will be pleased 

to undertake a fair assessment of our provision and identify appropriate resources with 

reference to such considerations as access, successful participation and health and safety. 

If there is any problem with your visit, we want to be the first to hear about it. Please feel 

free to highlight any issues to the Sacrewell staff on site during your visit so that we can try 

and rectify the situation on the spot. 
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Evaluation, marketing and photography 

We will provide evaluation forms that we hope you and your pupils can find time to 

complete when you get back to school. Your feedback can help us to make things even 

better for your next visit. We would like to use this feedback in our promotional materials. If 

you, or any group members, do not want your feedback to be used in this way, please let us 

know on arrival at the farm. 

We occasionally take photographs and videos to use in printed and online media to promote 

Sacrewell and the William Scott Abbott Trust. If any member of your group wishes NOT to 

appear in promotional photographs or videos, please let us know on arrival at the farm. 

 

Sustainability 

Farming depends on the natural cycles of water, carbon and soil nutrients so we are keen to 

encourage all of our visitors to take sustainable actions. We have recycling bins available 

across the site and use Peterborough based firm Viridor, which promises to reuse or recycle 

99 per cent of the rubbish it collects, to deal with all of our waste.   

In 2018, we installed composting toilets for our Farm Camp programme and ran a Waste 

Less Weekend to educate our visitors about strategies they can use to be more sustainable 

at home. 

If you’d like to focus on sustainability as one of your learning objectives, we’d be happy to 

put together a programme that meets your needs.
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Our Education Facilities 

The Pemberton Room 

We use this multi-purpose space in our main building 

for most school groups. It will be your base for the day 

and is a great space to leave packed lunches and other 

non-valuable items. There is a sink in the room which 

provides drinking water and toilets are situated just 

across the corridor.  

The room will be prepared for your arrival with tables 

and chairs to seat your party, up to a maximum of 90. 

For groups larger than this, we will timetable a split 

lunch so that everyone has a chance to sit down. If the 

weather is suitable, you are also welcome to eat your 

lunch in our picnic area by the mill. 

The Playbarn 

We are happy to reserve a section of our popular 

Playbarn for our education groups. We’ll set aside an 

area for you to leave packed lunches and other non-

valuable items and the Playbarn has its own toilet 

facilities. This space may not be ideal for groups with 

older children. 

 

Food, drink and shopping 

Most of our school visitors bring along packed lunches and you are welcome to eat these in 
the Pemberton Room, the Hutton Barn or our picnic area beside the mill.  
 
The café, run by our friends Origin8 at Sacrewell, offers hot and cold meals, sandwiches and 
snacks. They also sell freshly ground coffee and a good range of cakes. If your group wish to 
purchase lunches from the café, please let us know in advance and we will be happy to put 
you in contact with the Origin8 team. 
 
The Sacrewell shop aims to offer the best in local produce, quality toys, gifts and souvenirs. 
Pupils are welcome to use our shop in small groups; it helps to know in advance so we can 
ensure sufficient staffing. Alternatively we can choose a gift for each child to an agreed 
value. Ice creams from the shop can also be ordered in advance for school groups. 
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Places to Play 

We’re big fans of wild play here on the farm, so look out for invitations to explore as you 
move around the site, such as our bramble tunnel, our den building area and our willow 
dome. 

Your group are also welcome to spend time in our outdoor playpark (which includes an 
evergreen maze) or our indoor Playbarn which is suitable for children up to 12.  
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Map of main site 

 

This map shows the central site where most activities take place. If you wish to explore 

further afield, take a tractor ride or speak to us about the recommended ramble routes. 



Our Story 

A little history 

Sacrewell is a 550 acre site belonging to the William Scott Abbott Trust, which was set up in 

1964. William Scott Abbott originally came to Sacrewell during the First World War as a 

tenant farmer. He had a pioneering spirit and tried out many new techniques, including 

large-scale milk production and the first form of battery hen farming. His success 

contributed to the wealth of the Scott Abbott family who were able to purchase the whole 

farm in 1929. William was always passionate about agricultural education and invited 

people to visit Sacrewell to learn about the farming techniques he pioneered.  

William Scott Abbott died in 1959, leaving his wife Mary to manage his legacy and his 

nephew David Powell to manage the farm. David lived on site until his death in 2012 and 

worked hard to ensure that the educational spirit of Sacrewell continued. He hosted one of 

the first farm open days in the country in 1973 and introduced our first rare breed animals. 

We strive to continue the work of William, Mary and David at Sacrewell today. 

Animals 

   

Suffolk Punch horses Lincoln Longwool sheep British Landrace pigs 

   

New Hampshire Red chicken British Boer goat Alpacas 

   
Dexter cattle Donkeys Rabbits 
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We have a varied collection of animals, from our Lincoln Longwool sheep (a British rare 

breed) to our alpacas (native to South America) and they change from season to season, as 

is usual on a farm. The photographs in the table show just some of the animals you might 

see whilst visiting our site so please let us know if you have an interest in a particular species 

and would like to develop learning activities around it. 

Crops 

Riverford Organic Farmers farm 508 acres of land on the Sacrewell site, which you can see 

on a tractor tour or a nature ramble. They use crop rotation to reduce the risk of disease 

and add nutrients to the soil. This means that you may see some clover ley fields, where the 

soil is essentially resting and the clover plants add nitrogen from their root nodules. You 

may also be lucky enough to glimpse a ‘flying flock’ of sheep in action. These spend just a 

short time in the fields and add nutrients to the soil in the form of manure. 

Riverford, like Sacrewell, try to keep their waste to a minimum so the crops that they grow 

are carefully monitored to meet the likely demand from their customers. This means that 

each individual field may contain several different crops and the crops that you see will 

change from season to season. Here is a list of some of the crops that Riverford Organic 

Farmers grow here at Sacrewell: 

Onions   Kohlrabi  Broad Beans  Beetroot 

Chard   Cabbages  Kale   Leeks 

Spinach  Spring Greens  Lettuce  Purple Sprouting Broccoli 

The Riverford distribution centre at Sacrewell produces around 8500 organic veg boxes each 

week. 

Milling 

We are immensely proud of our Grade II* listed Mill buildings, dating from the 18th and 19th 

century, which are a great place to explore the story of wheat from the field to the finished 

loaf of bread. The 18 foot waterwheel runs on a daily basis, ensuring that every visitor gets 

the chance to see the machinery in action.  

A visit to the Mill house will give you a chance to explore Sacrewell’s wartime links as our 

living room and kitchen are dressed in a 1940s style. You can also hear extracts from our 

interviews with Edna and Mary, two ladies who came to Sacrewell as part of the Women’s 

Land Army and continue to live in the local area today.  
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Sample timetable 

An example of a suggested timetable for a self-led day visit to the farm for a group of 
around 45 pupils. 

 

Time Group one Group two Group three 

 

10.00am  
Arrive, welcome and health & safety talk 

 

10.30am 
See the small animals 

Visit our working 
watermill 

Tour the large animals 

 

11.00am 
Tour the large animals See the small animals 

Visit our working 
watermill 

 

11.30am 

Visit our working 
watermill 

Tour the large animals See the small animals 

 

12.00pm 
Lunch 

 

1.00pm 
Explore our outdoor and indoor play spaces 

 

2.30pm 
Depart 

 

We offer a range of led activities for education groups that can be viewed on the Schools 
page of our website (www.sacrewell.org.uk/learning/schools/).  

 

We are also happy to work with schools to create new activities and tailor made visits that 
meet your curriculum needs 

http://www.sacrewell.org.uk/learning/schools/
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Support for your Risk Assessment 

The following points will help you to identify the risks involved in a general farm visit and complete your own assessment document.  Of course there will be 

things that require your own judgement, relating to your knowledge of your specific group of children and adults, so we are pleased to offer a free pre-visit to 

leaders of school and education groups. We are also happy to provide support in risk assessing specific activities, such as pond dipping, once your booking has 

been confirmed. 

Hazard 
 
Hazards that could be 
reasonably expected to 
result in significant 
harm 

Risk 
 
Level of risk 
Low, medium, 
high 

Control 
 
Actions required by visitors and controls in place 

Infection and zoonoses Medium School staff should be aware that there is always a risk from infection in any environment.  The countryside 
and agricultural establishments are no exception.  It is advisable that any existing cuts and abrasions are 
protected by a dressing.   
School staff must ensure that they and the children in their care wash their hands thoroughly after any visit to 
the animal areas and particularly before eating and drinking. Children should be instructed to keep their 
hands away from their faces whilst participating in animal activities. Children must be supervised while 
washing their hands to ensure it is done thoroughly.  No food or drink is allowed while visiting the animals. 
 
An animal care schedule is in place, with quarterly veterinary visits. Daily inspections of animals are 
undertaken by farm staff. 
Provision of multiple hand washing facilities and hand washing signs across the farm. 

Allergies to plants and 
insects 

Low School staff and children should not touch or rub plants unnecessarily and should not agitate stinging insects 
 
Poisonous and stinging plants removed when found by farm staff.  Wasp and other insect controls are in place 

Poisonous flora Low Ensure that no flora, including mushrooms and toadstools are eaten 
 
Poisonous flora removed when found by farm staff 
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Hazard 
 
Hazards that could be 
reasonably expected to 
result in significant 
harm 

Risk 
 
Level of risk 
Low, medium, 
high 

Control 
 
Actions required by visitors and controls in place 

Biting, kicking and 
crushing by animals 

Medium All children to be supervised by adults around the farm; ratio of adults to children to be appropriate for age 
and ability.  Staff to make themselves aware of the animals currently in fields where they want to work and to 
organise themselves accordingly. 
 
Signs displayed if animals are more prone to biting.  If any animal is thought to be a particular problem it is 
removed from public access 

Uneven or slippery 
surfaces causing slips, 
trips or falls 

Low Everyone should take care walking around the farm and wear sensible footwear.  Children must be supervised 
at all times to ensure they walk. 

Children becoming 
separated from the 
group 

Low Children are supervised at all times and regular checks / head counts made.  If appropriate decide on a 
meeting up place should they become separated. 

Falling off walls, fences 
or exhibits 

Low Children should be appropriately supervised and not climb except on the play equipment provided.   

Injury by playing with 
exhibits 

Low Children should be appropriately supervised and not play with exhibits unless they are designed to be 
interactive. 
 
All exhibits that have moving parts are secured and checked by farm staff. 

Falls from the steep 
stairs in the 18th Century 
watermill 

Medium Children should be appropriately supervised in the watermill with extra care taken on the stairs.   

Falls from outdoor play 
equipment 

Low Children should be appropriately supervised at all times 
 
Play equipment is inspected by RoSPA annually, appropriate surface laid under all pieces of equipment, safety 
signs displayed, daily safety checks carried out. 
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Hazard 
 
Hazards that could be 
reasonably expected to 
result in significant 
harm 

Risk 
 
Level of risk 
Low, medium, 
high 

Control 
 
Actions required by visitors and controls in place 

Deep water – millpond, 
millstream and pond 
opposite mill house.  
Reservoir 

Medium Children must be appropriately supervised near water and kept away from the edge 
 
Dangerous sections are fenced, safety signs in place, life buoy located by millpond.  Pond dipping always 
managed by farm staff 

Weil’s disease – spread 
by rats around the water 
courses and ponds 

Low Thorough hand washing following visits to areas around water and particularly before eating or drinking.  
Hand washing supervised by staff.  Any person with existing cuts and abrasions should not carry out activities 
at the water’s edge. 
 
Vermin control carried out routinely by contractors 

Blue-green algae Low At any sign of blue-green algae, all contact with water should stop immediately and its presence reported to 
the general manager. 
 
Regular checks made of still water areas.  Environment agency contacted if blue-green algae is suspected. 

Tractor and trailer ride Low Children must be appropriately supervised.  All passengers to remain seated during the ride with hands, arms 
and heads kept within the trailer to avoid any risk of injury from branches.  Adult to sit on front seat next to 
exit. 
 
Safety briefing given on every ride.  All routes kept clear of branches and brambles.  Back window of tractor 
kept open for communication.  PA system in operation 

Chemicals Low All chemicals kept locked away from public areas. 

Electrical equipment Low Visitors should not touch or interfere with electrical equipment. 
 
Electrical installations and equipment are tested and inspected at the required intervals by an independent 
electrical contractor.   

Electric fences Low All electric fences have warning signs and are switched off by an automatic timer during times when Sacrewell 
is open to the public 
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Hazard 
 
Hazards that could be 
reasonably expected to 
result in significant 
harm 

Risk 
 
Level of risk 
Low, medium, 
high 

Control 
 
Actions required by visitors and controls in place 

Moving vehicles Low Children must be appropriately supervised, especially in the car park and on the tractor route. 
 
Speed limit imposed in car park areas.  Only authorised vehicles allowed within the farm and heritage site 
with limited movements.  All farm vehicles have ignition keys removed when not in use. 

 

 


